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PRICE ONE. SHILLING, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Rights of Man, have of late been freely 
diſcuſſed. His Duties as a Member of ci- 


vil Society, are not of leſs importance to his own 
happineſs, or the welfare of the Community.--- 
The following imperfect ſketch of them is, with 
diffidence, ſubmitted to the public, more from 
regard to the wiſhes of the reſpectable Society, be- 
fore whom it was preached, than from the Author's 
own convictions of the propriety of the meaſure, 
If any of the Sentiments in this Diſcourſe, ſhould 
appear to militate againſt the real Rights of Man, 
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in a ſtate of Society; i. e. againſt any ſuch Rights 
as are not inconſiſtent with good Government, 
good Order, and good Morals ;---the Author pro- 
teſts againſt this interpretation, as foreign from his 
Meaning. -As a Friend to the whole human 
Race, he will ever rejoice in the diffuſion of civil 
and religious Liberty, as the moſt valuable of 
earthly bleſſings, and as the unalienable Rights of 
Man. Conſiſtently, however, with the character, 
to which he here aſſerts his claim, he muſt ever 
oppoſe thoſe principles, which tend to Anarchy 
and Licentiouſneſs; and ever will inculcate thoſe 
Duties of Man, which afford the beſt ſecurity for 
the enjoy ment of his Rights, as a Member of a well 
regulated Society. 


BROTHERT ON, 
July 18, 1792. 


SERMON, &e. 


MATTHEW vii. 12. 


THEREFORE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER YE WOULD 
THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE EVEN S0 TO 
THEM: FOR THIS IS THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 


** never was delivered a precept more ſimple and 
obvious to the meaneſt capacity, more comprehenſive in 
extent, more admirable in itſelf, or more worthy of the 
Fountain of all Wiſdom and Goodneſs, than that which you 
have now heard. Well may it be ſtiled the ſum and ſubſtance 
of all that is written in the Law and the Prophets, reſpecting 
moral Duties, for, it applies to every poſſible ſituation in 
which we can be placed, and clears up every doubt in tlioſe 
new and trying circumſtances which no general law can reach. 
No caſe, however difficult, can occur, wherein we ſhall be 
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at a loſs how to act, if we faithfully conſult this moral rule, 
nor can we miſtake, in the application of it, in any part of 


our conduct, to our fellow creatures, if we but fairly make 


their caſe our own, and appeal to our conſcience, How, in 


the like circumſtances, we ſhould expect or deſire to be 
treated. 


This, like every other precept of the goſpel, preſuppoſes 
the operation of ſome general principles, of ſufficient power 
and ſanction to influence our conduct. Mere directions, with- 


out motives to duty, are but a dead letter, and when men act 


without motives, it muſt be when they act without reaſon.— 
Too often, indeed, we act from the impulſe of our animal 
nature, without regard to any rational motives of conduct, 
and the diſtinction between men and brutes is loſt in 


the deſtructive vortex of paſſion. Such is the unruly violence 


of human appetites, unreſtrained by religious principles, that 
the good which we would, we do not, and the evil which 
«« we would not, that we do.” 


But when the ſublime motives of chriſtianity have gained an 
aſcendency in the human mind, and the heart is brought into 
ſubjection to the dictates of the underſtanding, then, we not 
only ſee and approve of the things that are excellent, but are 
led diligently to purſue, and induſtriouſly to practiſe them. — 
When the Creator of the univerſe is viewed in his true parental 
character, as our reconciled Father in Jeſus Chriſt ;—when our 
minds, impreſſed with a grateful ſenſe of his r and good- 


neſs, 
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neſs, have imbibed a ſettled conviction, that he wills nothing 
ſo much as our real welfare and happineſs, and, conſequently, 
that the ſure way to theſe is the way of his commandments; 
then, our duty and our intereſt become ſo inſeparably connected, 
that it would ſeem to be a violence to our reaſon and our feel- 
ings, when we knowingly omit, or wilfully tranſgreſs, the 
pure and benevolent precepts of the goſpel. When the eye of 
faith is directed to the great Day of Retribution, in which 
Jeſus Chriſt will come to judge the world in righteouſneſs, — 
to give a crown of life to thoſe who have been faithful unto 
death ; and glory, honour, and immortality to thoſe who have 
ſought them by a patient continuance in well-deing; then, 
notwithſtanding the infirmities and defects incident to the beſt 
of men, it will be the prevailing object of our minds, to walk 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long, to offer unto God a 
reaſonable ſervice. Actuated by theſe principles, animated by 
theſe views, our obedience will be uniform, and our reſpect 
manifeſted to all the commandments of our Lord:—whether 
they be ſuch as are expreſſive of our homage and dependence 
on the ſupreme Being, as our creator and preſerver, or of our 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our Saviour and Judge,— 
whether they regard our ſelf-government, the ſecret diſcipline 
of our hearts and minds, or the exerciſe of juſtice, mercy, and 
charity to our fellow-creatures. 


Our text t applies to the latter claſs of duties. I will endea- 
vour to point out the application of it in ſome few inſtances, 


which appear to be of the utmoſt i importance to us, as mem- 
bers 


bers of ſociety, and of the moſt indiſpenſible n as 
the diſciples of ow Chriſt, 
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This, with many other precepts of the goſpel, implies a 


variety and inequality in the conditions, abilities, and circum- 


ſtances of mankind. Rulers and ſubjects, wiſe and ignorant, 


rich and poor, have, each, their reſpective and appropriate 


duties, all, their reciprocal and mutual obligations. Thoſe 
duties which reſult from the relation of rulers and ſubjects, are 
of vaſt importance to our preſent happineſs, and, at this pe- 
riod, cannot be too ſeriouſly conſidered by thoſe, who, 
attentive to the beſt intereſts of mankind, would with to pre- 
ſerve to themſelves and their fellow-citizens the bleſſings of 


; good order, and of temperate liberty. The ſpirit of the goſpel, 


in perfect uniſon with the voice of right reaſon, is [equally 
averſe from tyranny and oppreſſion, as from anarchy and 
licentiouſneſs. From a dread of the former, however, ſome 


; perſons have indicated a ſtrong propenſity to encounter all the 


horrors of the latter. Becauſe men are equal, conſidered as 
partakers of the ſame nature, modern writers would infer that 
a political Equality ſhould be preſerved among all the members 
of a ſtate. However plauſible, in theory, this reaſoning may ap- 


pear, if reduced to practice, it would be found inconſiſtent with 


the very exiſtence of the ſtate. Equality and Government are 
evidently incompatible with each other and as no ſtate can exiſt 
without government, ſo neither can government be ſupported 


without power, - power ſufficient to infuſe ſpirit and energy 
Into the laws, and to maintain due ſubordination, good order 


and 


* 
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and good morals. The attempt to eſtabliſh a political Equality, 
in any populous and opulent Country, muſt be abſurd, be- 
cauſe in the iſſue it is impracticable. Nor can the abolition of 
the artificial diſtinctions of rank in ſociety ever prevent thoſe 
actual diſtinctions in point of power, pre-eminence and influ- 
ence, which attend on ſuperior wealth, ſuperior wiſdom, ad- 
dreſs, ingenuity and induſtry. If there be no Ariſtocrates, 
there will be Demagogues, whoſe claſhing views and intereſts 
will prove the fruitful parent of diſcord, and will prey on the 
very vitals of the ſtate.—To argue from man in a ſtate of 
nature, to man in a ſtate of ſociety, muſt be fallacious, for 
there is no analogy between the one and the other from which 
we can reaſon. In the former caſe there is no Government, no 
reſtraint on the paſſions and vices of men; but if protection, 
and thoſe comforts which a well regulated ſociety affords, be 
expected, it muſt be on this equitable condition, that we pay 
obedience to the Laws, and give ſupport to the Government, by 
which theſe bleſſings are ſecured to us. In confirmation of the 
ſentiments here advanced, I appeal to the hiſtory of paſt ages, 
and to the diſtracted Policy of a neighbouring Kingdom. — 
Whatever be the iſſue of thoſe violent convulſions which at 
preſent endanger that once flouriſhing Country, we may learn 
an uſeful leſſon from the miſeries it now experiences. France 
may teach us, to ſet a juſt value on the bleſſings we enjoy, to 
beware how we looſe the bonds of ſociety by weakening 
the hands of Government; France may teach us, to attend 
e to ſpeculative Rights, and more to practical Duties, We 
have not a good Government to ſeek, —for as to all uſeful 
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purpoſes we already poſſeſs a Conſtitution, which has been the 


envy. and admiration of the world e have 7. to 


preſerve it. 


Far be i "I . to magnify the appearance of danger, or 
unneceſſarily to excite alarms in this Country ;—yet, if ever 
there was a period when Government required the moſt firm 


and united ſupport of its Friends, this ſurely is the time:. — 
When a number of perſons are not merely clamorous for 


reform, but openly avow their Hoſtility to the preſent 
eſtabliſhed order of things; when they publicly league with 
foreign Clubs for the expreſs purpoſe of overturning the Con- 


ſtitution; when Publications are induſtriouſly diſſeminated 


among the lower orders of the peaple, tending to excite a 
ſpirit of diſcontent and diſaffection, to prejudice them againſt 
the well regulated Government of a limited Monarchy, and to 
inſtil into their minds vague and ill-digeſted notions of Demo- 
cracy ;—notions, teeming with Anarchy and Confuſion, and 
fraught with the deſtruction of all order, and all the comforts 


of this happy Country. —Theſe attempts we truſt, will be 
. fruitleſs. The good ſenſe of the people can never entertain the 


diſpoſition to exchange the lenient Sway of our preſent Rulers, 


for the lawleſs Tyranny of a Mob, or, on the Ruins of Liberty, 
to erect a Temple to Licentiouſneſs. 


Let us, however, remember, that it is eaſier to prevent 
than to remedy Evils. Let us conſider, what we, at this criſis, 
ſhould expect, were we oppreſſed with the anxious cares of 

Government, 
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Government. Should we not look anxiouſly to the people for 
ſupport—ſhould we not earneſtly deſire, that every well-diſ- 
poſed perſon would by his authority, his influence and exam- 
ple, promote in his family, amongſt his labourers, depen- 
dents, and neighbours, ſubmiſſion to the Laws, and reſpect for 
their Governors, —that they might love the Brotherhood, fear 
God, and honour the King? Let us then act conſiſtently 
with the principle of our text, and ſo conduct ourſelves with 
reſpect to our Rulers, as we ſhould expect and defire, were 
we in their ſituation and circumſtances, 


In advancing theſe ſentiments, let me not be underſtood as 
contending againſt the real Rights of Man in a ſtate of ſociety, 
No,—there are Rights which will not be denied by any think- 
ing perſon, and of which no man can be deprived without 
manifeſt injuſtice. Such is the right to protection in perſon 
and property :—ſuch are the ſacred rights of conſcience, which 
no human law can reach, and therefore no human power 
ſhould attempt to control: — ſuch is the right to juſt and equi- 
table Laws, operating on all ranks and deſcriptions of Citizens, 
without partial privileges or exceptions. How far theſe ſocial 
Rights have been enjoyed in this Country, you have not now 
to learn, Let us remember, that they can only be preſerved 
by the performance of ſocial Duties. Good morals are the 
ſtrongeſt bond of human ſociety, and are of univerſal obliga- 
tion. And while we contend that Rulers are bound to ſtudy 
and promote the happineſs of the people, we aſſert, that reſpec, 
obedience, and ſupport, are in return, due to our Rulers. —. 

C2 Theſe 
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Theſe Duties are linked together in the moral chain. By 
attention to them, Society is upheld, and the component parts 
ceemented: —by the violation of them, on either fide, the 
whole Body muſt ever receive the deepeſt injury. But, were 
our text ingrafted in the hearts of men, and made the rule and 
ſtandard of their actions, the happieſt effects muſt neceſſarily 
be produced. Then, the ſacred truſt of power would never 
be abuſed to the purpoſes of Tyranny, nor the invaluable 
bleſſings of Liberty perverted to the diſorders of Licentiouſ- 
neſs: Law would not be made the inſtrument of Oppreſſion, 
nor would Faction or Intereſt attempt to defeat the regular 
operation of it; - wholeſome and falutary Laws would be 
enacted, —cheerful Conformity and Submiſſion would be paid 
to them. In fhort, all the members of the political Body 
would be intimately united with their common head, and good 
order, good 'morals, peace, harmony, and 3 would 
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. peryaie the whole Syſtem. 


As perfection is not within the reach of man, as an indivi- 
hunt; it is not indeed to be expected in his collective capacity. 
Vet, though we as Citizens cannot hope to arrive at perfection, 
we ſhould not relax in our endeavours to approach to it. In 
this laudable, this glorious Work, let us ſedulouſſy culti- 
vate religious prineiple in our minds, and recommend it to 
others by our actions. 7614 is the only ſteady principle of 
human conduct. The man who is devoid of it will be un- 
ſtable in all his ways, driven about by every wind of caprice, 
| eee impulſe of paſſion ; whilft He, nt this 
ſolid 
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ſolid foundation, will uniformly perſevere in a courſe of Piety 
to God, of Juſtice, Mercy, and Charity to Man. He will 
love God with all his heart, mind, ſoul, and ſtrength, and 
will love his Neighbour as himfelf,—i-e. ** He will do unto 
all men as he would they ſhould do unto him.” Here it 
is, that in this Country, Reformation is moſt wanted. —Let 
this be accompliſhed, and we may be affured, that ſuch 
political Reforms as are really wanted, will follow of courſe. 
No good Man will oppoſe rea/ Improvement in the State, how. 
ever averſe he may feel from dangerous Experiments on it's 
Conſtitution. No wiſe Man would light the preſcription of 
the ſkilful and experienced Phyſician, however determined to 
reſiſt the application of deſperate remedies, propoſed by pre- 
tending Empyrics, founded on untried theories, and prompted 
by a ſpirit of bold and hazardous ſpeculation. 


I ſhall briefly advert to ſome few leading Duties, incumbent 
on us, as fe//ow Citizens, and which greatly contribute to the 
happineſs and welfare of Society. Truth in our ſpeech, and 
ſincerity in our profeſſions, are undoubtedly of this deſcription. 
We are forbidden to bear falſe teſtimony—and are commanded 
to put away lying, and that every Man ſhould ſpeak truth 
with his Neighbour. No perſon will deny, that in his own 
caſe, it is painful to be impoſed upon, by the communications 
of falfehoods, or to be deceived by profeſſions of friendſhip.— 
His own character as a Man of veracity may thereby be brought 
into A me- or, he ae A the bitter pangs of diſap- 

on pointment. 
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| Pointment. Let no Man therefore do to another, what he 
cannot but conſider and feel as an injury, when done to 


nt 


We mean not harſhly to condemn thoſe expreſſions of civil- 
ity, which cuſtom has eſtabliſhed in our occaſional intercourſe 
with each other, as no perſon is deceived by them, as they 
are not uſed with an intention to deceive ;—and though fome- 
times carried to an exceſs, it is the exceſs of a quality, amiable 
in itſelf, of civility, and a deſire to pleaſe, —a quality that 


| contributes, not a little, to the innocent enjoyments of ſocial 
life, of which, true Religion breathes not a wiſh to deprive 


us.—We ſhall do well, however, even here, to guard againſt 


excels, and in the ordinary commerce of life, to cultivate a a 


ſtrict regard to accuracy, in our accounts of tranſactions and 


- , perſons, and to preſerve truth and ſincerity in our teſtimony 


and profeſſions. In ſo doing, we ſhall ſtrengthen the Bonds 
of human Confidence, and largely contribute to the Security 


and Happineſs of Mankind. 


Another Duty, of great conſequence in Society, is Juſtice. 
It is an acknowledged principle of Chriſtianity, that no Man 
go beyond or defraud his Brother in any matter, that no Man 
take advantage of the ignorance—the weakneſs—the neceſlities 
of another, but that he ſhould render to every one his Due.— 
There is not a precept of practical Religion, that requires to 


be more frequently, or more earneſtly inculcated than this, as 


there is no Duty more frequently vielated. How common it 
; Is, 


Wa 


is, in the ordinary concerns and dealings of Men, to take every 


advantage, to employ every art, to compaſs a finiſter purpoſe. 


Honeſty and Integrity yield to the ſuperior power of intexeſt, 
and the love of Money tramples on the ſacred principle of 
Juſtice. —Did but Chriſtianity maintain it's influence over us, 
this conduct could not be ſo frequent. We ſhould conſider, 
not only what would be profitable, but what is lawful, not 
only what is expedient in point of advantage, but what is 
juſtifiable in a moral view. When tempted by the proſpect of 
gain to do an unjuſt act, our minds would readily ſuggeſt to 
us this queſtion, «+ How can I do this Wickedneſs, and fin 
e againſt God?” . How ſhould I, in ſimilar Circumftances, 
«© approve of being thus treated ?”—and this inquiry will, to a 
mind influenced by the Doctrines of the Goſpel, lead to this 
determined concluſion, —** I will do unto all Men what, in 


«« this, and in all other caſes, I would they ſhould do unto 


« me.” 


Laſtly, with reſpect to Mercy and Charity, deſeribed by 
the ſacred writers as the end of the Commandment, the ful- 
filling of the Law, the bond of perfectneſs, and of all virtues, 


 —and declared by our Lord, to be the diſtinguiſhing Teſt of 


true Chriſtianity. T is Charity that ſoftens the hardſhips, and 


alleviates the miſeries, inſeparable from human life. The 


time would fail me, were I to attempt to illuſtrate the various 
ways, in which the benevolent affection will expreſs itſelf 
in forming and declaring our opinion of our Neighbour, in 
our differences with him, in our forbearance under injuries, 
257 and 
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and provocations from him, and in our exertions to promote 
his welfare. | This laſt expreſſion of our love, however, comes 
ſo immediately within the truly laudable deſign of this ancient 


and reſpectable Society, that, not to urge ſome few Conſider- 
ations in favour of it, would be an unpardonable omiſſion. 


If we contemplate the Nature of Man, with his various 


wants and weakneſſes, we cannot but acknowledge the great 


advantages that muſt reſult from the mutual exerciſe of Love 


and Charity. The individual exiſts not, who can properly be 
ſaid to be, independent of his fellow Creatures. Be his ſitu- 
ation ever ſo exalted, his circumſtances ever ſo afflue t, he 
muſt be beholden to the Ingenuity and Induſtry of the lower 


orders of Mankind, for nearly all the Comforts, Conveniences 


and Neceſſaries of Life. The Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, 

„ I have no need of thee, nor again, the Head to the Feet, I 
% have no need of you. ” On the contrary ,—** there ſhould 
« be no ſchiſm in the body, but all the members ſhould have 
«© the ſame care one for another.” —Whilſt the poor, by their 
labour, miniſter to the caſe and comforts of the rich the 
opulent by their affability, tenderneſs, humanity, and charity, 
ſhould alleviate the hardſhips, and relieve the wants of the 
poor and miſerable. We are bound to adopt this conduct, 
not more by the ties of Nature and Society, than by the 
dictates of ſound Policy. The ſuperiority of rank and wealth 
is, in thefe days, regarded with invidious eyes. To diminiſh, 
by repeated acts of kindneſs and beneficence, the apparent 


diſtance between thoſe of bigh and of low degree, is the moſt 


effectual 
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effectual mode to make the lower orders of the people contented 
and happy in their reſpective” ſituations. The bulk of man- 
kind are not to be convinced by Reaſoning, that the unequal |} 


diſtribution of property is unavoidable, and that difference in 
degrees, and progreſſive ſubordination are, on the whole, 
productive of the greateſt good, in a civilized ſtate ;—but they 
may be brought, to feel a ſenſe of gratitude and reverence for 
their protectors and benefactors, to reſpect the power, that 
defends them from injury, and to love the benevolence that 


relieves their wants. 


But the ſtrongeſt bond of human Charity is formed from 
that moſt intimate relation, which, as Chriſtians, we bear to 
each other; as the reconciled Children of one common Father, 
Aas the united Brethren of one common Lord and Saviour, — 
as partakers of the ſame ſpirit, —animated with the ſame glo- 
rious views, and bound by the ſame pure and beneficent laws. 
How forcible was the expoſtulation of the Jewiſh Legiſlator to 
his Countrymen |—** Sirs, ye are Brethren, why do ye wrong 
one to another? But how much more forcibly does it apply 
to the Brethren and followers of Jeſus Chriſt ?—He hath, 
taught us, both by his Precepts and Example, not only, * 
to do wrong, but to do good to our Brethren, nay, even to 
return Good for Evil. — He hath taught us, that it is not 
enough, that we are not extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, if, 
at the ſame time, we poſſeſs not the Graces, and perform not 
ihe active Duties of Chriſtianity. —He hath taught us, that it 

D is 
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is not enough that we have not waſted our Lord's Talent, if 


we have not diligently improved; and faithfully applied. it, 


2 Chriſtian Virtue conſiſts not in a mere freedom from vice, but 


— — — — 
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delights alſo in poſitive acts of goodnefs.—** To him that 
% knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is ſin.” — 
We are commanded to · bear one another's burthens, and ſo 
e fulfil the Law of Chriſt.” —His law is not. fulfilled in the 
moſt orthodox Confeſſions of Faith. the moſt impetuous zeal 
of the flighty Enthuſiaſt, or the moſt rapturous emotions of 
the fanciful Myſtic; but then only, when the like mind that 
was in jeſus Chriſt, is alſo in us, and is exemplified in the 
like conduct. The only infallible evidence of a Chriſtian 
Faith, is a Chriſtian Life.— And, the ſame principles that 


lead us to walk humbly with our God, will ſtimulate us te 


do juſtly, and ſhew mercy to our Brethren. The ſame motives 
that prompt us to adopt ſuitable methods of expreſſing our faith 
and dependence, our love and gratitude to God, and our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, will alſo induce us to feize every proper occaſion 
of manifeſting our Mercy and Charity to our fellow Creatures, 
Have they injured us,. we ſhould forgive them, as we hope or 


defire to be forgiven: are they ignorant, —we ſhould inſtruct 


them : are they diſtreſſed, —we ſhould comfort them: are they 
finking under the weight of poverty, we ſhould extend the 


|; helping hand of Charity to them:—in a word, We ſhould 


« on all occaſions, ſo do unto them, as we [Wn in fimilar 


| © circumſtances, e e | 
; ws / 
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Theſe, my Brethren, are the ſentiments which, on the 
preſent occaſion, I thought incumbent on me, with plainnei 
and ſincerity to deliver. Lo your candour I commit them: 
to your attentive conſideration, I beg leave to recommend them. 
As Subjefs, to manifeſt reſpect to our Rulers, and reverence 
to the Laws, — to cultivate in ourſelves, and promote in others, 
a ſtrict attention to good order, and good morals :—As Fellow 
Citizens, to preſerve truth and ſincerity in our ſpeech and pro- 
feſfions,—to keep inviolate the principles of juſtice, and inte- 
grity, in our mutual commerce, and to perform cheerfully, 
and habitually, all the offices of Mercy and Charity: — Tlieſe 
are Duties which appear, to me, to accord with the genuine 
ſpyrit and tendency of the Goſpel, —fnoſt likely to promote the 
| happineſs of individuals, and to ſerve the beſt intereſts of the 
Community.—Let us then, as Subjects, as Citizens, and as 
Chriſtians, —for our own ſakes, —for the ſake of our Country, 
for the glory of our Divine Maſter, and the credit of his 
Religion, endeavour ſo to conduct ourſelves, in all the relations 
and circumſtances of life, as becometh the profeſſing diſciples 
and followers of Jeſus Chriſt. Let us, by our advice, our 
influence, and example, promote the Reformation moſt wanted; 
—a religious, and moral Reformation, in the principles and 


manners of Men.—And in addition to the many powerful 


motives which the Goſpel holds forth to us, let us ever bear 
in mind, that we then exhibit the moſt unequivocal proof of 
our fidelity to God, and moſt effectually recommend our 
Religion to men, when to our Faith, we add, Virtue: When 
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